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PROCEEDINGS, K&c. 


AT A GENERAL MEETING OF THE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE 
ASSOCIATION FOR PROMOTING THE DISCOVERY OF THE 
INTERIOR PARTS OF AFRICA, HELD AT THE STAR AND 
GARTER TAVERN, ON SATURDAY THE 27TH OF MAY, 
1797. 


SIR JostEen BAxxks stated to the meeting the application 
which had been made, in the name of the Association, to the 
Right Honourable William Wyndham, Secretary at War, 
in behalf of Mrs. Houghton, the widow of Major Hough- 
ton, pursuant to a resolution of the last general meeting, on 
the 13th of June, 1795 : and that he had received informa- 
tion from the Secretary at War, many months ago, of his 
Majesty's gracious intention to allow Mrs. Houghton a pen- 
sion of thirty pounds a year, during pleasure, to take place 
from the Ist of January, 1792. 


Sir Joseph Banks also informed the meeting, that on 


account of the continuance of the war, Government had 
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for the present, abandoned the idea of sending Mr. Willis, 


as Consul to Senegambia. 


Mr. Frederick Hornemann, a native of Hildisheim in 
Germany, who had offered his services, as a Traveller, and 
had been accepted by the Committee, attended the meeting ; 
and Sir Joseph Banks related the steps that had been taken 
by the Committee, to qualify Mr. Hornemann, for the ser— 
vice of the Association: he had resided at the university of 
Gottingen for several months, at the expence of the Associa- 
tion; where he had received gratuitous instructions relative 
to che duties of his mission, from the following eminent 
professors Dr. Blumenbach; Professor Heeren; Professor 
Hoffman; Professor Heyne; and Professor Tyschsen. That 
Mr. Hornemann, who had already received a liberal educa- 
tion, had there made a progress in the study of the Arabic 
language, and all those sciences likely to be useful to him 
in his travels. That his youth, his prudence, the natural 
strength of his constitution; and the lively zeal he possessed 
for the undertaking, afforded well grounded hopes that he 


would prove a material acquisition to the Association. 


Sir Joseph Banks further stated, that application had been 


made, in the name of the Association, to the French govern- 
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ment, for a passport to Mr. Hornemann, to permit him to 
proceed through France to Marseilles in his way to Egypt; 
and that he would set out on his journey as soon as the pass- 
port should be received.“ 


Sir Joseph Banks then submitted to the meeting, a state 
of the money received and expended, on account of the 
Society, for the years ending the 20th of May, 1796, and 
the 20th of May, 1797; and informed the meeting, that his 
various avocations preventing him from continuing to act as 
Secretary, he had requested Bryan Edwards, Esq. F. R. S. 
and a Member of the Association, to act in his behalf, until 
the Association should elect another Secretary; and he re- 
commended Mr. Edwards as a proper person for that office, 
if he should choose to accept thereof. 


Mr. Edwards being present, expressed a great desire to 
contribute towards promoting the views of the Association; 
and declared himself willing to accept the office of Secre- 


tary, if the Association should think him sufficiently qua— 
.. 


* He did set out accordingly in the following month. 
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The question being then put by the Earl of Moira, 


It was unanimously resolved, 


That Bryan Edwards, Esquire, be appointed Secretary to 


this Association. 


That the Earl of Moira, the Bishop of Landaff, Sir. Joseph 
Banks, and Mr. Stuart, together with Mr. Edwards, the 
Secretary, be requested to act as the Committee for manag- 
ing the affairs of the Association for the ensuing year. 


That Sir Joseph Banks be requested to act as Treasurer 
to the Association for the ensuing year. 


That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Earl of 
Moira, the Bishop of Landaff, Sir Joseph Banks, and Mr. 


Stuart, for their attention to the interests of the Association. 


AFRICAN ASSOCIATION. 9 


, 


Is the former Memoirs of the Society 's proceedings, drawn 
up by the late Secretary, and printed for the use of the 
Members, it was not thought necessary to comprehend the 
minutes either of the Select Committee, or of the General 
Meeting. Details of ordinary business gave place to objects 
more interesting and attractive. The actual progress of 
enterprizing men in the service of the Association; eluci- 
dations of geography, equally curious and important; and 
well founded hopes of discoveries in the most remote and 
hidden parts of Africa, constituted the subject matter of pre- 
ceding publications. Topics like these, illustrated by the 
elegant pen of Mr. Beaufoy, and the extensive researches of 
Major Rennell, could not fail, indeed, to awaken curiosity, 
and animate expectation. 


On the present occasion, it is thought proper to deviate 
from the former practice; and in order to satisfy the Sub- 
scribers that, notwithstanding the irreparable loss which 
has been sustained by Mr. Beaufoy's death, the original 
purposes for which the Society was constituted have not 
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been neglected, it 1s judged necessary to lay before them the 
minutes of the last General Meeting, in the plain and simple 
style in which they were written. 


Some further particulars concerning the progress of dis- 
covery at the latest period of advices from Africa, and the 
present state of the Society 's missions on that continent, will, 
however, be naturally expected by the Subscribers: and in 
the hopes of gratifying these reasonable expectations, the 
Secretary subjoins the following observations. 


When the last Memoir came from the press, the progress 
of Major Houghton was the subject of just exultation. He 
had reached Ferbanna on the river Faleme, in the domi- 
nions of the king of Bambouk, and had been received 
with extraordinary kindness by the king of that country ; 
who had furnished him with a guide to Tombuctoo, and 
money to defray his expences in the journey. In the 
Major's letter to Dr. Laidley, of the 6th of May, 1791, writ- 
ten from Medina, he appears to have entertained great conh- 
dence of success. I have received (he observes) the best 
intelligence of the places I design visiting, from a Shereef 
here, who lives at Tombuctoo, and who luckily knew me 
*« when I was British Consul to the Emperor of Morocco in 
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1772. I find that, in the river I am going to explore, they 
Have decked vessels, with masts, with which they carry on 
e trade from T ombuctoo E.asTwaARD, to the centre of Africa. 
„J mean to embark in one of them from Gennè in Bambara 
to Tombuctoo.” 


Of the Major's subsequent progress there is no certain ac- 
count. Thelatestintelligence received immediately from him- 
self, was dated the Ist of September, 1791 ; about six weeks 
after the date of his last letter from the king of Bambouk's 
capital. This advice came in the following very short note 
to Dr. Laidley, on the Gambia river: Major Houghton's 
compliments to Dr. Laidley, is in good health on his way 
* to Tombuctoo, robbed of all his goods by Fenda Bucar's 
„son.“ This note being written with a pencil, the name 
of the place from whence it was dated was nearly oblite— 
rated. It appeared to Dr. Laidley to be Szmbing ; but no such 
place can be traced on any existing map, or in any part of 
the intelligence communicated to the Association. Major 
Rennell has therefore suggested, that if it could be supposed 
a part of the initial had been defaced, the name might have 
been written Timbing ; in which case it would nearly an- 
swer to the Timbi of D'Anville, placed about eight journies 
Short of Tombuctoo. 
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That Major Houghton was within a short distance of Tom- 
buctoo, there is, indeed, no room to doubt ; and it was with 
inexpressible concern that the next communication from the 
Gambia brought advice of his death. It was reported at first, 
among the traders on the river, that he had been murdered 
by means of the king of Bambara ; but Dr. Laidley writes 
that this report was afterwards contradicted. Subsequent 
accounts, however, confirmed the circumstance of his death, 
but neither the place, nor the time of his decease was ascer- 
tained with precision. The natives reported that he died a 
natural death, and by their description, it appears that the 
complaint which proved fatal to him was a dysentery. 


They added, that his remains lay under a tree in the Wil- 
derness. 


It would seem, from various information, that this unfor- 
tunate gentleman, notwithstanding the hospitable reception 
he had met with from the king of Bambouk, was no favourite 
of the natives in general. It was stated, on a former occasion, 
that he derived an assurance of safety from his poverty ; but 
unhappily he had no such security. Contrary to all the 
suggestions of prudence, and the remonstrances of his friends 
in England, the Major had encumbered himself with an 
assortment of bale goods, consisting of linens, scarlet cloth, 
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cutlery, beads, amber and other merchandize, which pre- 
sented to the ignorant Negroes such temptations as savage 
virtue could not resist. He complains in all his letters of 
the pilfering disposition of the natives; and it appears that 
he was involved in perpetual contests with them on that ac- 
count. Circumstances of this nature, without doubt, de- 
prived him of those kindnesses and attentions, which might 
have contributed to his preservation. Dr. Laidley offered 
rewards for the recovery of his books and papers, but with- 


out effect. 


In deploring the melancholy issue of this unhappy expe- 
dition, it must, however, be observed, that the miscarriage 
of Major Houghton furnishes no proof that the difficulties 
of proceeding to Tombuctoo, by the way of the Gambia, are 
insuperable : on the contrary, there is reason to believe, that 
a traveller of good temper and conciliating manners, who has 
nothing with him to tempt rapacity, may expect every assist- 
ance from the natives, and the fullest protection from their 
chiefs. All douhts indeed, on this head, are obviated by the 
letter of Major Houghton himself, referred to in page 6 of 
the last Memoir ; which, besides acknowledging, in the most 
explicit terms, his hospitable reception by all ranks of 


people, contains so many curious and important particulars, 
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that it is thought necessary to lay before the Society, in a 
Postscript to this Account, the material parts of its contents, 
in the Major's own words. 


As soon as the Committee were convinced that the intel- 
ligence of Major Houghton's death was but too well founded, 
they took the first opportunity that presented itself, of en- 
gaging another person to follow the same route. Mr. Mungo 
Park, a native of Scotland, a young man of no mean talents, 
who had been regularly educated in the medical line, and 
was lately returned from a voyage to India, offered himself 


for this service; and the Committee, finding him sufficiently 


instructed in the use of Hadley's quadrant to make the neces- 
sary observations; geographer enough to trace out his path 
through the Wilderness, and not unacquainted with natural 


history, accepted his offer. He set out accordingly in May, 


1795, and soon afterwards arrived at the Gambia, where Dr. 
Laidley, to whose good offices the Association are under 
the greatest obligations, received him more as a son than a 
stranger: and it is to be lamented that, the river Gambia hav- 
ing been for more than a year past in a manner blocked up 
by French privateers, many letters from him and the Doc- 


tor, of which notice has been obtained through various 


channels, have miscarried: in particular, the dispatches by 
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a vessel called the Endeavour, which was captured on her 
passage home; but the crew making their escape in the long 
boat in the night, have given advice that there were letters 
on board to the Association, both from Mr. Park and Dr. 
Laidley. In another case, it is known that the dispatches 
were thrown overboard. The only letters of consequence 
which the Committee have received, are, one from Mr. 
Park, dated Pisania, Ist December, 1795; and two from 
Dr. Laidley to Mr. James Willis (the intended Consul to 
Senegambia), communicated by him to the Committee, the 
one dated the 23d of May, and the other the 1st of August, 
1796. From these communications, the Subscribers will 
perceive that well grounded hopes may be entertained, that 
the views of the Association will in a great degree be speedi- 
ly accomplished. Should Mr. Park have happily escaped 
the dangers incident to the undertaking, and the climate, 
his return may be daily expected; and the knowledge he 
must have acquired, cannot but be highly interesting and 
important. 


The following are copies of those letters: 
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© (GENTLEMEN, Nisania, December ist, 1795. 


*+© You need not be surprised at my long stay in Gambia, 
for I assure you that this is the first opportunity that has pre- 
sented itself since my arrival, and it happens very fortunately 
for me, as I am now greatly recovered from a long and pain- 
ful sickness, that confined me to the house or bed during the 
greater part of the rains. 


„As Mr. Willis is not yet arrived, I must have lost the 
travelling season for this year, had not Dr. Laidley, who 
has on every occasion seconded the laudable designs of the 
Association, given me every assistance in his power, and 
provided me with two attendants, an horse, two asses, and 

every thing necessary for the journey. 


One of myattendants is a resident of this place; he speaks 
good English, and goes as my interpreter. My terms with 
him are, ten bars per month, from the time he leaves Pisa- 
nia till his return; five bars per month to his wife during 
his absence; and if he accompanies me as far as Sego, he is 
to receive the price of two prime slaves on his return. The 
other is one of Dr. Laidley's own servants; he has always 
behaved in the most faithful manner, and the Doctor has 
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offered him, as a reward for going with me, his freedom 
when he returns. A blacksmith and his son likewise ac- 
company us ; they have been employed by the Doctor for 
two years, and are now going to their native town, Jumbo, 
in the kingdom of Karrta. 


„ With this small but select party, I shall take my depar- 
ture to-morrow morning from Pisania. It is my intention to 
travel with as much expedition as possible, till I have crossed 
the Senegal and got into the kingdom of Casson. I shall then 
think the most troublesome part of the journey 1s over, and 
take the first opportunity of writing to the Association. 


As all my former communications have fallen into the 
hands of the French, I shall here repeat some of the most 
material points of information contained in them. I shall 
begin by enumerating the days' journies between this and 
Sego, by the northern route, which is the route commonly 
used by the Slatees, and that by which I shall travel. They 
are as follow: From Pisania - Cootacunda - Woolli— Color 
—Tambacunda—Nemataba—Talica, first town of Bondou 
Fittayeraboy—Cusang—Dibboo—Gooloomboo, or Galam- 
bole, last town of Bondou—Gung-gadi, on the northern 


bank of the Senegal, in the small kingdom of Cajaga— 
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Kirisnani, first town of Casson—Saboosura—Cooniakari— 
Soomma—Comoroo—Saimpo, the last town of Casson, situ— 
ated at the bottom of the Bambara mountains Kameesee- 
keedee, first town of Karrta, on the east side of the Bambara 
mountains—Karrunculla—Gemmoo, or Kimmoo, for the G 
sounds hard Fangoomba— Dibbong - Meissang Seco 
Karraleejango—Comba—Dubbila, last town of Karrta— 


Pampara, first town of Sego—Nyamoo—Glungorrollo— 


Dampa — Finimarboo — Seracorro — Fanimboo—Wooloo- 
coomboo—Doolinkeeboo—Diggani—Sego. 


Diggani stands on the northern bank of the Joliba, op- 
posite to Sego, which is upon the southern bank of that river. 


The Joliba is very broad here, but so shallow that people 


can wade over in the dry season ; but the king would be 
much offended with any merchant that crossed the river in 
this manner, for the old fishermen are entirely supported 


by the small fares they receive for carrying passengers over 


the river. 


The route from Sego to Genne lies along the southern 
bank of the Joliba, by the places mentioned on the Chart of 


the Association. And from Genne they proceed by water 


to Tombuctoo. Few of the Slatees go farther than Sego, and 
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none, I believe, farther than Genne. The only person I have 
yet seen who has been at Tombuctoo was an old priest; he 
represents it as a very large town, and says Houssa is 30 days 
by land and 45 by water, to the east of Tombuctoo; that the 
canoes are large, and not made of one tree, but of many planks 
put together; and, what is more surprising, that they are 
navagated by people as white as I am. 


These are the most remarkable points of information 
that I have been able to collect concerning the route. I 
have got no information respecting the termination of the 
Niger; and I am sorry it is so lame in other parts. 


*+ I think it but justice here to acknowledge the many ob- 
ligations I am under to Dr. Laidley; who received me on 
my arrival in Africa with an invitation to his house, where 
I have been ever since; and it is entirely owing to his ex- 
ertions that I am now enabled to put my designs in exe- 
cution, and attempt, with some probability of success, to 
fulfil my engagements to the Association. 

I am, GENTLEMEN, 
- Your obedient servant, 


MUNGO PARK.” 
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Dr. Laidley to Mr. Willis. 


© SIR, River Gambia, May 23, 1796. 

{© Your esteemed note, per the Robert, Captain Grandi- 
son, I duly received. Your letter to Mr. Park will be sent 
off immediately, although I have little hopes of its reaching 
him. .A messenger arrived here yesterday, who informs me 
that he had passed Gytimm, on his way to Sego, two months 
ago, and had passed the territories of Desseg, previous to 
the breaking out of the war that now rages between him 


and the king of Sego: had that not been the case, he would 


have been under the disagreeable necessity of returning 


| hither, or endeavour to penetrate by a long, perilous, and 


circuitous route his way to Genne. I am happy he has in 
time reached the territories of the king of Sego; and I hope, 
if all is well with him, he must by this time have reached 
Tombuctoo. For further particulars respecting his outfit, 
hire, and the engagements I have entered into on his account, 
I refer you to his letter to Sir Joseph Banks, which accom- 


panies this. I understand there are letters at Galambole, and 


at Desseg, for the Association, which I am in daily expec- 
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tation of. Should they arrive in time, they will be for- 
warded by the Robert. 
I remain with great deference, 
SIR, 
Your most humble servant, 


JOHN LAIDLEY.” 
James Willis, Esq. 


Dr. Laidley to Mr. Willis. 


© SIR, River Gambia, 15 August, 1796. 

*© Your esteemed favour, per the Robert, was delivered me 
by Captain Grandison ; in answer to which, I beg leave to 
acquaint you, that Mr. Park left me on the 2d December, 
1795, completely equipped for his intended journey ; since 
which I have received no dispatches from him, which 
rather surprises me, as he promised to write to the Associa- 
tion from Galambole. I have lately learnt that he has 
reached the residence of an Arabian king, situated to the 
northward, and considerably to the eastward of Sego—the 
northward route, I judge, he has found necessary to take to 
avoid the territories of Desseg, which have been depopulated 
by a numerous army of the king of Sego's. I cannot account 
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for his taking such a circuit in any other manner than to 
avoid the seat of war, which has been carried on with un— 
abated fury between those powerful princes for several 
months past: this may perhaps account for his silence; or he 
may have left letters in the hands of several people that may 
not have reached me. I hope he has long ere this reached 
Tombuctoo, and I flatter myself he will find great induce- 
ment to penetrate as far as Houssa. From every information 
I have received, ships come there of about 100 tons burthen 
(according to the description given of them), but from 
whence, or by whom navigated, I cannot learn. 


„J have written to Mr. Park several times, but from the 
rapidity of his journey I have little hopes of any of my 
letters reaching him. Your letter will be forwarded the first 
opportunity. 


I have also since the death of my friend, Mr. H. Beau- 
foy, wrote by different opportunities to Sir Joseph Banks, 
acquainting him of every particular respecting Mr. Park, and 
the engagements I have entered into on his account, some 
of which may not have reached him, as several letters have 
been destroyed to prevent their falling into the hands of the 
French. | 
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Having nothing further to communicate, I remain, with 
great deference, | 


SIR, 


your most humble servant, 


JOHN LAIDLEY.” 
James Willis, Esq. 


With whatever hesitation some of the facts stated in the 
preceding letters may be received, concerning the species 
of boats which are said to navigate the river leading eas{ward 
from Tombuctoo to Houssa, and the magnitude of the ships 
which come up to the latter city, it is however certain, that 
similar accounts have been transmitted to the Society from 
very different quarters, and from persons of the highest cre- 
dit, wholly unconnected with, and at an immense distance 
from each other. Testimonies without number concur to 
prove, that the river running eastward to Tombuctoo, and 
from thence to Houssa, widening as it runs, is the Niger, or 
a considerable branch of it; and its termination in an ex- 
tensive lake, or mediterranean ocean, in the very centre of 
Africa, seems extremely probable. Major Houghton (as we 
have seen), was informed at Medina, by the Shereef, whom 
he had known at Morocco, that he might embark at Genne, 


24 PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


and proceed with the stream to Tombuctoo; and moreover 
that decked vessels navigated the river. The same informa- 
tion was given by the native who served the Major as a 
guide, and the Society have received a letter from Mr. Matra, 
the Consul at Tangiers, inclosing one from his brother at 
Tunis,“ wherein the latter expresses himself in these words: 
I have traced a mediterranean sea in the interior of Africa 
** from such a concurrence of testimony, as obviates all 
** doubts of its existence, and it must be of a prodigious sur- 
face! —Concerning the people mentioned by Mr. Park 
as white, the only conclusion to be drawn is, that they are of 
Moorisſi origin. Some of these might appear in the eyes of 
Mr. Park's informant, the Negro priest, a race of whites ; 
but it cannot easily be supposed that a nation perfectly white, 


like the people of Europe, is to be found in the bosom of 
the African continent. 


The geographical information conveyed by Mr. Park's 
letter serves, in like manner, to confirm former data. The 
letter itself having been submitted to Major Rennell, has pro- 
duced the following remarks from that gentleman, which 
render all further observation on that head unnecessary. 


* Dated 16th September, 17 94. 
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On an examination of the detail of the distances con- 
tained in Mr. Park's letter, I find 36 journies, doubtless 
those of the caravan, allowed between Moolli (that is, the 
capital town Medina) and Sego. On the map constructed 
for the Association in 1793, there are 33, according to my 
computed scale; which is certainly no bad guess: but the 
intermediate spaces are ill- proportioned. For instance, there 
are 11 days on the map, between Medina and Golombole ; but 
8 only according to Mr. Park. Again, Jemmoo, is out of all 
proportion, too near to Sego for, by Mr. Park, it should be 
midway between it and Medina; that is, 18 days from either 
place. I am very curious to know how far it may be from 


Sego to T ombuctoo. 


It appears that Park's account agrees generally with the 
principal features of our geography, in the quarter towards 
the Joliba river. Houssa is now said to be 30 journies from 
T ombuctoo by land; 45 by water. This, if true, proves either 
that the navigation to Houssa lies against the stream, or that 
the courses of the rivers are amazingly circuilous. Possibly, 
it may be, that Houssa is situated on a different river from 
that which passes by Tombuctoo (the Joliba); but which 
may be an adjunct of it, and may run into it, in the quarter 
of T ombucloo..” 


26 PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


On the whole, there is great room to hope that the ori- 
ginal purposes of the Association will be speedily accom- 
plished; and that, ere long, the Committee will have the 
honour to announce to the Subscribers, the triumph of 
British enterprize and perseverance, in disclosing to the 
wonder and contemplation of Europe, those vast and unex- 
plored regions of the African continent, which the spirit of 
discovery, both in ancient and modern times, has hitherto 
sought after in vain. In the mean time let it be remem- 
bered, that the pursuits of the Society do not merely contri- 
bute to che gratification of an idle, though liberal, curiosity: 
they give employment and exercise to those faculties and 
endowments which are the distinguishing characteristics 
of our nature, producing an increase of knowledge, the 
diffusion of science, the extension of civilization; new 
improvements in the arts, and new subjects of commerce. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Extract of a letter from Major Houghton to Mrs. Houghton ; 
| dated Medina, in the kingdom of Woolli (at the head of 
the Gambia river), March the 10th, 1791. 


J am now perfectly safe, and out of all danger, with 
the king of Woolli, in whose kingdom the fort and settle- 
ment will be made. I sent him an express to acquaint him 
of the schemes laid against me to prevent my coming up to 
him, and to request his assistance. He immediately sent 
down his youngest son with an armed party, who con— 
ducted me safe to Medina (the king of Woolli's city), from 
whence I write this letter, and shall send it to a friend down 
the river, to put on board some ship bound for England. It 
will be inclosed to Mr. Beaufoy; and on the back of his 
letter I shall draw for 5 J. for its conveyance, on Sir Joseph 
Banks, according to my instructions, which I think will 
insure its safe delivery. My letter to Mr. Beaufoy * contains 
six sheets of paper close wrote, stating a full account of 


* This letter never came to Mr. Beaufoy's hands. 
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every thing: if you ever see him, or if you would call on 
him, I dare say he would let you peruse it, and then you 
would see what I have gone through.—On my arrival here 
I was received in the most friendly manner by the king 
and all his people, who furnish me with every thing I want. 
I can go by myself on my horse to any part of his country 
in perfect security, the king having ordered every person 
to assist me in any thing I should require, and to furnish me 
provisions wherever I went.—They ardently wish my 
building a fort here, and I have accordingly found out a 
most agreeable and beautiful place on the river for that 
purpose, at Fattatenda, about 26 miles from Medina. I have 
been twice there to examine the place, which is most suit- 
able, by a fine plain of meadow ground, plenty of grass 
and water. I saw a great many deer on the plain, and some 
wild boars. Captain Littleton lived here four years (in 
which time he made a sufficient fortune to retire home), and 
now sends his ships to trade in the river. In short, gold, 
ivory, wax, and slaves, may at all times be had here for the 
most triſling articles; and a trade, the profit of which would 
be upwards of eight hundred per cent. can be carried on at 
Fattatenda without the least trouble. You may live here 
almost for nothing: ten pounds a year would support a 


whole family with plenty of fowls, sheep, milk, eggs, butter, 
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honey, bullocks, fish, and all sorts of game; I am tired 
with killing them. I want for none of these things, and I 
wish I could send you only what I have to spare, which 
would more than supply your family at home. I have met 
a misfortune here, while writing my letter to Mr. Beaufoy ; 
the city of Medina took fire nigh my hut, which was also 
in flames in five minutes; it happened at noon-day, or I 
should have lost all my things; as it was, I lost all my bed- 
ding, except my counterpane and pillow ; all my arms, my 
saddle and holsters, three jackass saddles; my shot and ball 
melted. I saved a little shot, and all my powder, but not 
a gun. I am trying to get two sent up the river to me from 
the merchants. I lost my broad beaver hat I bought at 
Beavan's to keep off the sun, my razors, scissars, and shav- 
ing case, and my silver-mounted hanger. I happened to 
save two spare razors, my pocket compass, and a bale of my 
goods with beads and linens. It was well we saved any thing, 
for the fire burned so fierce every body was obliged to fly 
beyond the walls, and take refuge in the fields, the king and 
all the people doing the same. In less than an hour the whole 
city of Medina of 1000 houses, was burned to the ground; for 
the huts being roofed with bamboo cane and thatched with 
grass, it spread like wild fire, and the wind that day was very 


strong. I shall soon leave this for Tombuctoo, where I hope 
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to be in one month. The king will send some of his people 
with me, for I assure you I am greatly caressed here, on ac- 
count of my coming to make a settlement in their country, 


which will enrich them all by trade, and I hope myself too. 


] am afraid I shall have no more opportunities of writ- 
ing to you after I leave this, till I return to the river; so do 
not be uneasy if my silence appears long. I am now out of 
all danger; the king assures me, I can travel with his people 
to Tombuctoo with only a stick in my hand; no one will 
molest me; as they send all their trade to Medina they are 
all friends to the king of Woolli, whose name is Jata, and 
is about sixty years old, and a friendly good man. He sent 
me yesterday a present of some elephant that was killed near 
Fattatenda. 


I find this part of the country much more wholesome 
than down the river ; it is a fine dry soil, and a good air; 
the king says no white men ever died at Fattatenda. Since 
Medina was burned, the Alcaids of Barraconda, a very large 


Bushreen town (of 2100 houses) who are Mahometans, came 


to invite me to live with them. I have accepted their civi- 
lity, and fare excellently well, being daily supplied with 
rice, couscous, fowls, and milk, and often some honey, 
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which cost me nothing. These are the chief merchants who 
carry on all the trade, which they say shall all go to Fatta- 
tenda if I come and settle there. All the trade of the eastern 
country which supplies the whole river comes here to Me- 
dina, there is no other road but this way; therefore at Fat- 
tatenda I should, no doubt, have all the trade.” 


Since the foregoing sheets were printed, the Secretary 
has been enabled to announce to the Subscribers, that Mr. 
Hornemann has begun his journey under very favourable 
circumstances. Having been provided with introductory 
letters to some distinguished literary characters in France, 
members of the Institut National, he proceeded to Paris, 
where he arrived in the beginning of July, and was received 
by those gentlemen with great kindness and attention ; and 
with assurances, on their part, and on the parts of their col- 
leagues, of an ardent zeal to promote the purposes of his 
mission. M. La Lande furnished him with some copies of 
his Mæmoire de I Afrique, and presented him to a meeting 
of the Institut National, at which he was permitted to assist. 
M. Broussonet, who is appointed Consul for Mogadore, in- 
troduced him to M. De Roche, lately nominated Consul Ge- 
neral at Tangier.— By whose means, he has formed an 
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acquaintance with a Turkish gentleman, a native of Tripoli, 
now residing in Paris; who being made acquainted with the 
motives and views of the African Association, has entered 
into Mr. Hornemann's intrepid enterprize with a liberality 
and ardour, particularly honourable to a Mahomedan. Be- 
sides giving him much excellent advice and instruction with 
respect to his route, he has favoured him with a letter of 
introduction, written in Arabic, to a person of consequence 
residing in Cairo, conceived in terms of the warmest recom- 
mendation. He particularly requests his friend“ to intro- 
«© duce Mr. Hornemann to such Mahomedan merchants (men 
* of integrity) as have travelled into the interior of Africa; 
to furnish him with every assistance and facility in pro- 
„ 8ecuting his journey; and above all, to secure to him 
such protection in the caravan, with which he may tra- 
vel, as may render his progres not only free from peril, 

but commodious and pleasant.“ 


Thus provided, Mr. Hornemann was on the point of pro- 
ceeding to Marseilles; from thence to embark, by the first 
opportunity, for Alexandria; at which place it is probable 
he wall arrive before the end of this month. 


August 25th, 1797. 


